
   
  

 

The Sten A Olsson Foundation announces funding of research 
around the theme of 

 
The life chances of children and young people 
The Sten A Olsson Foundation for Research and Culture announces funding for research 

oriented towards children and young people. The research is expected to be inter-

/multidisciplinary. Established research groups are invited to apply, but newly formed groups 

of researchers able to address the research questions are equally welcome. The questions are 

expected to be problem-oriented in the sense that they focus on opportunities to improve 

coping at the social and individual levels. Accordingly, prevention/intervention should be a 

distinct component of the planned studies. The interplay between the individual and various 

organisational/social levels is a key aspect in the context.  

Through this call for applications, the Foundation wishes to support research with good 

potential for creating positive change for individuals and society in the short and long terms. 

 

What should characterise the research programmes?  

The research should be characterised by an inter-/multidisciplinary approach, new and highly 

relevant questions, innovative methods and elements of intervention/prevention. 

Overall: High expected revitalisation in the research field. 

 

Rationale 

For a long time, Swedish society has been characterised by a homogeneous population, trust 

in government and the ambition that the individual’s life course should, as far as possible, not 

be determined by the circumstances of their birth. We know, however, that the Swedish 

population is less homogeneous today than it was a few decades ago. We also know that 

recent decades have brought structural transformation and urbanisation that have, especially 
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in the rapidly growing large cities, worsened segregation in terms of ethnic origin as well as 

education and income levels. For this reason, disparities in individuals’ opportunities to thrive 

and progress have become an increasingly urgent question.  

The Sten A Olsson Foundation intends to support a number of significant research projects in 

the light of these circumstances. The research should be oriented towards children and young 

people.  

 

Research profile 

Learning and development under disparate conditions for children and young 

people   

 
The profile applies to children and young people and their opportunities to thrive and 

participate in society.  

Regarding children, their life courses are ahead of them and the paths they take will depend 

heavily upon the starting position set for them by childhood circumstances. The need for 

compensatory initiatives has grown, in part due to rising segregation. These issues are related 

to socio-cultural background, neighbourhood, social class and distribution of resources.  

There are strong correlations between children’s mental health and school performance, 

which tends to follow the child from the early school years into adolescence and young 

adulthood. Language development and reading comprehension are essential skills in the 

context, which should therefore be developed early on. This makes high educational quality 

in preschool a central compensatory factor. There is a pressing need for more research into 

variations in children’s circumstances and living conditions and how preschools and schools 

can, on that basis, promote favourable development. This may involve, for example, research 

into the causes and spread of insecurity, mental ill health and weak language 

development/reading comprehension among children. Greater knowledge of methods for 

early detection and intervention to help children with these problems is also required.  

Looking at young people, we see for instance that a large number of pupils are leaving 

compulsory school without qualifications that make them eligible for secondary education 

and that the secondary school drop-out rate has been relatively high for several years. Studies 

of young people’s establishment in the labour market show that the lack of final grades from 
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upper secondary school sharply increases individuals’ risk of not being in work or education 

several years after having left school. Once again, it has been found that this co-varies with 

ethnic and socio-economic background. However, we also know that people who have 

resumed their studies and/or are in employment are found among those who have left school 

without final grades. There is a great need for knowledge about what can turn school failure 

into something better and how compensatory initiatives might prevent a downward spiral in 

the life course. 

  

Description of the call 

The call refers to funding of significant projects (approximately SEK 10-15 million in total), 

which may be of a research programme nature and include sub-studies that contribute as a 

whole to shedding light on the main question, with a project duration of 3-5 years.  

 

Application guidelines 

Project outline 

Firstly, the application should contain an account of the overall aim and specific research 

questions, which should be linked to a brief description of earlier research in the field. The 

application should state what the project is expected to contribute in terms of originality and 

new knowledge. If the project is based on earlier research conducted by the applicant, this 

should be clearly indicated. Second, the application should outline how the stated problems 

of the project will be addressed. This refers to theoretical premises as well as the empirical 

approaches to be applied and whether or not relevant data are available or how data will be 

acquired. Third, the application should comment on the social relevance of the project. 

The project outline must be written in English and should not exceed ten pages. The 

application must also contain a brief summary in Swedish. 

Project team 

The application must state who will be involved in the project. The scope of each 

participant’s work in the project must be specified. A cv of each individual, including their 

scientific qualifications and central publications, must also be appended. 

Timetable and budget 
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The application must state the time required to complete the project and a preliminary annual 

work plan. 

The budget must specify the annual costs for payroll for all project members, administrative 

expenses, purchases of materials and other expenses, such as travel, purchases of literature, 

etc. One-time costs for purchase of data or data collection performed by the project must be 

specified. The administrating organisation must be specified. 

 

Eligible applicants 

The main applicant must be qualified for appointment as a professor/docent and be employed 

by a higher education institution in the Västra Götaland Region or Halland. 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Carl-Eric Hagentoft                     

Executive board member    

Mobil: +46 730 34 63 52     

carl-eric.hagentoft@stenastiftelsen.com  
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